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	In their 12th annual week of literary activities, FEMRITE, a Ugandan women writers association, launched a book: Never Too Late, a teens’ anthology. 

The anthology was born out of FEMRITE’s need to generate literature for positive change, aimed at addressing diverse challenges teens face at school, home, and wherever they go. This was after FEMRITE had carried out a five-day workshop during which participants were tasked to generate short stories aimed at influencing positive change among young readers.

They came up with a project, dubbed Literature for Positive Change: the Role of Christianity, that was to progress into this teens’ anthology. Never Too Late, edited by Dr Aaron Mushengyeza, a senior lecturer in the department of Literature at Makerere University and Hilda Twongyeirwe, a FEMRITE senior member,  is a collection of 16 short stories that tackle themes of sex and sexuality, courage and ambition, love and betrayal, teenage pregnancy, loss, homosexuality, drug abuse among others.

“It is important to get young people involved in reading and at the same time, change behaviour for the better,” said chief guest, Dr Graham Mort from Lancaster University.

“We are targeting teenagers for civic education; one learns how to treat a temptation from the opposite sex, and handle peers that may induce him/her into bad habits like drug abuse,” says Doreen Baingana, the FEMRITE chairperson.

“The stories, set in Uganda, offer rare insight into the emotional turbulence and social crises that usually remain unrecognised and invisible to adults,” writes Prof Arthur Gakwandi at the back cover of the book.

The book starts with a short story, “Hanging out at Dazzles”, by Constance Obonyo which captures the plight of a young boy, Mark Daniel, who loved having a good time while in school; he gets into bad company and instead of going on with his education, he become a drug addict, sells his parents’ property to feed his drug habit, and eventually becomes a nuisance to society.

His parents cry for police help, and Daniel at last, is portrayed attached to some juvenile rehabilitation centre. The launch was attended by the minister of Information, Mary Karoro Okurut, one of the founders of FEMRITE. She bought 100 copies of the book to take to schools in her constituency.

St. Luke Senior Secondary School and Transform Education Centre, the only schools that attended the launch were given free copies.


